
B1/C1 Teenagers - Vocab Development: Compound Nouns 
 

Aim: To develop students’ use and knowledge of compound nouns. 
 
Length of lesson: 90 mins  
 
Level/age: B1/C1 Teenagers (14+) (and Young Adults) 
 
Materials:  Vocab cards  
 
Language:  Teachers need to select compound nouns appropriate to the 
level of their classes.  
 
Preparation: Photocopy vocab cards with compound nouns, one card per 
group. Make two word cards per pair, one with the word sweet and one with 
the word heart. 
 
Procedure: 
 
This lesson can be done online using breakout rooms. Remember to allow 
extra time for this. 
 
Warmer:  Put sts in pairs. Give St A word card with sweet, and St B word card 
with heart. St A mimes sweet St B guesses, with some prompting if 
necessary. St B then mimes heart St A guesses. Put two words together and 
elicit meaning of sweetheart. T shows picture definition.   
 

1. Put sts into groups of four and give each group a card with four 
compound nouns. Each gp then draws four pictures to show the 
meaning of each compound noun. They can search for definitions for 
the words they don’t know online. 

2. Gp 1 tells the other groups to make two columns. They then dictate the 
first word of each compound noun, eg sweet (sweet / heart), web (web 
/ site), etc to the other groups, who write the words in column 1.  Gp 1 
then dictates the second words eg heart, site, etc in random order 
which sts write in column 2, eg 

sweet Site 
web Shop 
book Board 
cup Heart 

 
3. Sts in each group work together to form the four compound nouns and 

write/guess definitions.   

4. Gp 1 then shows its pictures to demonstrate the meaning of each 
compound noun. The other groups check their definitions. 

5. Repeat with Gp 2 dictating their words, followed by Gps 3 & 4. Each 
group should spend about 15 mins on steps 2-4. (If time is short use 
only three words, or Gps 3 & 4 present next lesson). 



 
Follow-up:  Sts select three of the compound nouns they didn’t know and write 
a short story/paragraph incorporating these nouns to show their meaning. 
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Vocab cards – Compound words 
 

These are some examples. Teachers can move the words around to suit their 
students. The last four cards have simpler language than the first eight cards. 

 
Group 1 
 

- watershed 
- shoehorn 
- greenhouse 
- bookworm 

 

Group 2 
 

- deadline 
- paperback 
- nightmare 
- footprint 

 

Group 3 
 

- backwater 
- piggy-bank 
- daredevil 
- foolproof 

 

Group 4 
 

- breakdown 
- crybaby 
- sidekick 
- keyhole 

Group 1  
 

- brainwave 
- slowcoach 
- pigeonhole 
- benchmark 

Group 2 
 

- treadmill 
- chairperson 
- copycat 
- footnote 

 

Group 3 
 

- waterproof 
- briefcase 
- breakdown 
- rainfall 

 

Group 4 
 

- drawback 
- software 
- onlooker 
- bookcase 

Group 1 
 

- lookout 
- bedroom 
- headache 
- feedback 

 

Group 2 
 

- breakfast 
- boyfriend 
- tee-shirt 
- snowflake 

 

Group 3 
 

- airport 
- chopstick 
- homework 
- sunrise 

 

Group 4 
 

- moonlight 
- skateboard 
- photocopy 
- timetable 

 
 


